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Reading at Boreham Primary School  

Reading Curriculum Statement of Intent 

It is our intent at Boreham Primary School to provide pupils with a high-quality 

education in English that will teach pupils to speak, read and write fluently so that they 

can communicate their ideas and emotions to others effectively with enthusiasm and 

confidence. We believe that reading is an essential life skill which enables children to 

access the wider curriculum to its full potential while at school, and take full advantage 

of their life opportunities as they enter the adult world.  In our reading curriculum, it 

is therefore our intent to teach children to be able to read easily, fluently and with 

good understanding while developing children’s enjoyment of reading widely and often, 

for both pleasure and information. To be able to do this effectively, Boreham Primary 

School implements a clear, consistent approach to phonics teaching using the Little 

Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised Programme and by delivering a consistent reading 

cycle approach to whole class reading comprehension from Year 2 to Year 6. Through 

our reading cycle we aim for pupils to enrich their vocabulary through a range of texts, 

extracts and class books whilst developing the skills of an effective reader so that 

pupils can successfully comprehend texts. We believe that high quality reading 

comprehension involves developing children’s understanding of a text by: building on 

their prior knowledge; broadening their understanding and use of vocabulary; and 

improving their reading fluency and expression to enable them to enjoy reading and 

comprehending texts in oral and written form to their full potential.  

 

Boreham Primary School aims to: 

 Engage children in reading a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction texts across the 

curriculum through texts that link with curriculum topics wherever possible and by 

building on children’s prior knowledge 

 Promote children’s enjoyment of reading 

 Provide children with opportunities to use picture clues, phonics skills, word length 

and shape, knowledge of language and whole sentence context to decode and 

understand new vocabulary 

 Develop children’s ability to read fluently and understand a range of texts allowing 

them to become independent learners. 

 Develop children’s skimming and scanning skills in order to retrieve information 

from a text 

 Provide children with opportunities to sequence events in texts, make predictions 

and summarise information. 

 Develop children’s ability to use evidence from a text to infer and draw conclusions. 

 Develop critical appreciation skills so that children can express an opinion, analyse 

and evaluate the intent of authors and comment on, compare and contrast a range 

of texts 

 
 

 



Curriculum Implementation 
 

The programmes of study in the Primary Curriculum for reading at Key Stages 1 and 2 

consist of two dimensions; word reading and comprehension. At Boreham Primary 

School, we believe pupils should be taught to read fluently, understand extended prose, 

both fiction and non-fiction, and be encouraged to read for pleasure. 

 

Phonics and Early Reading 
 

As soon as our children start school in Reception, they are taught to read using a 

systematic synthetic phonics programme called Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 

Revised. We start teaching phonics in Reception and follow the Little Wandle Letters 

and Sounds Revised progression, which ensures children build on their growing 

knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell as they move 

through school. 

At Boreham, our aim is for children to have secure phonological awareness and to teach 

them the most common sound-spelling relationships so that they can decode, segment 

and blend words. This decoding ability is the crucial element in reading and writing 

success. Phonics sessions are taught on a daily basis. Sessions cover both reading and 

writing and are taught with enthusiasm and pace, ensuring key elements of phonics 

teaching are delivered: Review, Teach, Practise, Apply. Continuity of environmental 

resources is also ensured. In classrooms, graphemes (the way the sounds are written) 

are displayed on the walls. Children have reading practice with books that are matched 

to their phonics understanding, from the Collins Big Cat for Little Wandle scheme. 

Phonics teaching continues throughout Years 1 and 2 and additional provision is put in 

place for children who require further phonics support throughout the school. 

 

Developing Reading Comprehension 
 

For those children that are ready, from Year 2 through to Year 6 reading is taught 

through four whole class reading sessions per week as part of the school’s whole class 

reading cycle approach (see appendix 1). Within each reading cycle, children explore 

text extracts through a range of strategies, which include sharing their prior 

knowledge about a text’s theme, learning new vocabulary through a range of techniques, 

further developing fluency and expression and learning new skills and strategies to 

answer oral and written comprehension questions effectively. Children are provided 

with opportunities to apply reading comprehension skills they have been taught to a 

similar practice text. At the end of each reading cycle, an assessment text is 

completed by the children independently to inform your child’s class teacher of how 

well they have grasped the reading skills which they have been taught. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf


Key aspects of our reading cycle approach are detailed below: 

 

Prior Knowledge 

Pupils explore their prior knowledge about a text by looking at picture clues and 

creating graffiti walls where children’s understanding is recorded. This may be 

referred to and added to throughout the reading cycle. 

 

Exploring Vocabulary 

Pupils learn new vocabulary through active approaches to learning by playing games such 

as taboo where children describe or act out new words to their peers.  

 

Developing Reading Fluency and Expression 

Pupils practise reading texts aloud through a range of strategies including: Choral, 

Paired, Echo, Audio assisted and Independent reading. These strategies are explained 

in more detail below. 

 

Learning Reading Comprehension Strategies 

Throughout our reading cycle children are taught specific skills to help them 

tackle written reading comprehension questions with growing independence and 

resilience. Children become familiar with a range of different question types through 

the use of ‘Canine Helpers’ (see appendix 2) which each represent the different reading 

comprehension skills. These are used throughout Key Stage One and Two and are 

displayed in reading corners in every classroom. The skills that pupils are taught 

include: retrieving information, predicting what might happen next, inferring, 

summarising, comparing texts and analysing an author’s intent.   

 

Practising and Assessing Reading Comprehension Skills                                                                          

During each reading cycle, reading skills are further developed through practise texts 

to reinforce reading skills that have been taught in a new context. Children complete an 

assessment text with greater independence to support the assessment of children’s 

reading fluency and comprehension.  

Teaching approaches used for reading with children are outlined in appendix 3. 

Reading for Pleasure 

At Boreham Primary School, we provide opportunities for children to enjoy reading for 

pleasure through daily OTTER sessions: ‘Our Time To Enjoy Reading’. This helps our 

children to develop resilience and stamina when reading. 

Developing Oracy and Vocabulary 

At Boreham Primary School, we value the importance of enriching children’s vocabulary. 

An average adult has 30,000 words in their vocabulary and children should learn 

between 6-8 words a day whilst at school. To further support children’s development of 

vocabulary, each class is introduced to a new ‘Word of The Week’ each week all the way 



through from EYFS to Year 6. We use the Mrs Wordsmith resource to enrich 

children’s learning of vocabulary: children identify the meaning of new words; and 

explore and discuss other words which may be closely related to expand their 

vocabulary. Children are encouraged to use the new words they discover each week in 

their independent writing. 

Additional Reading Support 
 

Additional reading interventions are delivered in all year groups where needed to 

support children’s enjoyment of reading and their development of fluency and 

comprehension. Precision Grid Reading, Toe by Toe, Inference Practice and Pre-

Teaching interventions are used where appropriate. The Big Cat KS2 Progress Scheme 

is used for reluctant readers and we have a range of Barrington Stoke books available 

to support children with specific literacy difficulties such as dyslexia.  
 

Core Curriculum Texts 

At Boreham Primary School, we highly value the importance of children accessing 

reading through handling real books. In addition to reading comprehension lessons, class 

books are read and explored aloud to promote children’s enjoyment of reading for 

pleasure. A list of key texts that are read in each year group are outlined in our core 

curriculum texts document. 

 

Reading Entitlement 

Every child is listened to read by their class teacher every week, which is recorded in 

children’s reading records.  

At Boreham Primary School, we are very fortunate to have many volunteers who come 

into school to read with our children as well. Targeted pupils are listened to read more 

than once a week by a member of support staff and/or a reading volunteer. 

The school also has a therapy dog called Buddy, who comes in to read with our pupils 

every week. 

Reading Beyond the Classroom 

Parents and carers play a vital role in developing children’s reading through regular 

reading at home. Reading to and with your child every evening for at least ten minutes 

can make a dramatic difference to a child's achievement within school.  

Children should be reading at home on a regular basis as outlined in the home-school 

agreement. In Reception children are expected to share books with an adult on a daily 

basis and in Key Stage 1 children must read for at least 10 minutes, three times a week 

to an adult. In Key Stage 2 children are expected to read for at least 15 minutes, three 

times a week either individually or to an adult. Each time an adult at home reads with 

their child, they should record a comment in the home-school diary. To encourage 



independence older pupils may independently log their reading in their reading record 

and this should be initialled by an adult at home. 

The school’s recommended reading spine, a list of recommended books to read with 

children at home can be found on the school website, top tips for reading with your 

child at home and suggested questions to discuss with your child about their reading 

can be found on the class pages of our school website. 

Celebrating Reading with our Reading Rewards 

To promote children’s reading further and to help keep track of children’s reading 

progress, every child has a tick sheet that has been stapled into the back of their 

reading record. The more ticks a child achieves on their Reading Reward tick sheet, the 

more rewards they earn.  

The rewards are set out as follows: 

25 Reads – Your child will receive a bookworm bookmark 

50 Reads – Your child will receive an item of stationery 

100 Reads – Your child will have their photo added to the school’s Reading Hall of Fame 

in the school library 

200 Reads – Your child will receive a free new book 

300 Reads – Your child will receive a Platinum Reader Badge 

It is imperative that children bring their reading book and reading record to school 

every day, this applies to all pupils from Reception all the way through to Year 6.  

To promote the importance of reading a wide variety of books and to encourage 

children to master reading, children refer to genre matrixes in their reading diaries to 

broaden their reading choices and enrich their reading experiences. 

Remain and Read 

To celebrate the importance of reading and sharing books together, each term, parents 

are invited in to school to enjoy reading books with their children. During our Remain 

and Read sessions, parents are given updates about our reading provision in school and 

have the opportunity to speak to their child’s class teacher about their child’s reading. 

We highly value the support our parents give children with their reading at home.  

Reading together is further promoted through reading swaps among classes within the 

school. 

Assessment  

Teachers assess children’s reading skills within phonics sessions, whole class reading 

comprehension lessons, OTTER, additional guided group sessions and interventions as 

well as in a variety of contexts across the curriculum.  



 

Reading Ages 

In addition to teacher’s knowledge of children’s reading accuracy and comprehension 

ability, reading age assessments are made twice-yearly. These support teachers when 

assessing children’s progress through the school’s reading scheme. 

 

Formative Assessment  

Canine helpers question bookmarks are used to support questioning of pupils. These are 

used to help inform teacher’s assessment of children’s reading comprehension skills 

during whole class reading sessions. Question types include: retrieval, inference, 

understanding of vocabulary, sequencing, predicting, analysis of the author’s intent, 

comparing and contrasting. Marking of written answers are also evaluated with pupils 

collaboratively.  

 

Summative Assessment 

Assessment records using band statements for reading are maintained to track each 

child’s progress and every half term children’s progress in reading is updated on target 

tracker. Teachers also use termly tests to assess children’s understanding and 

progression in reading.  

 

Review and Monitoring  

The delivery of the school’s reading curriculum is monitored through the triangulation 

of book scrutinies, lesson observations, data analysis in termly pupil progress meetings 

and the evaluation of the school’s end of key stage data against national outcomes.  

 

Using these means of monitoring, key strengths and areas of improvement are 

identified to inform future action planning. 

  
Impact 

The school’s reading curriculum aims for all children to develop a love of reading as well 

as an ability to engage with and respond to literature, giving children the opportunity to 

enrich their lives at a personal level, now and in the future. 

 
 

 

 

 



Appendix 1 – Reading Cycle 

 

 



Appendix 2 – Canine Helpers 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 3 - Teaching Approaches for Reading  

 
Modelled Reading: Teachers and/or pupils model the process of reading to the class, 

including how to read fluently and with expression, how to decipher meaning from texts 

and how to express a personal response to text. Modelled reading can take place across 

the curriculum. Texts are chosen carefully to provide challenge for pupils. 

 

Choral Reading: After modelling fluent reading, children read along as a group with the 

teacher or another fluent reader as the text is tracked above the words. This could be 

used when sharing model texts, patterned, predictable texts, poems and songs for 

example. 

 

Echo Reading: Echo reading works well when re-reading short texts aloud to 

understand the content and meaning such as introductory topic texts for example. An 

adult reads a text aloud several times while the children listen and track the text. 

Children then echo-read, an adult reads a sentence, then all children repeat the 

sentence back. This may sometimes be followed by a whole class choral read. 

 

Audio-assisted Reading: Children listen to recorded texts read aloud to them when 

sharing model texts during whole class reading comprehension sessions for example. 

Children may be encouraged to track words continuously as they listen and read along 

with the recording to develop fluency. 

 

Partner Reading: During paired reading activities, fluent readers may be partnered 

with less fluent readers, with children of the same level of fluency or with an adult to 

provide differentiated support to develop children’s fluency and comprehension skills. 

 

Paired Reading: Often used when listening to children read on a 1:1 basis, during 

interventions or when reading with adult helpers. At first the adult reads the text 

along with the child. When the child is feeling confident to read alone, the child 

continues to read on their own. If the child begins to find the text difficult, the adult 

joins in again without comment. When the child feels confident to read alone again the 

child then continues on their own and the cycle continues. 

 

Guided reading: Guided reading texts are carefully selected so that children have 

access to a range of genres and by a range of authors. Initially, teachers may listen to 

children read independently to assess their decoding ability, fluency and expression. 

Questions will then be asked to assess and develop understanding and a personal 

response to the text. Guided reading activities may also be cross-curricular linking to 

the current topic or theme. 


