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Being A Writer Whole School Progression Map 

HANDWRITING 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

Year R Year 1       Year 2        Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome 
To hold a pencil correctly and 
form lower-case and capital 
letters accurately.  

To hold a pencil correctly 
and form lower-case and 
capital letters accurately 
when sitting in the correct 
position at the table. To 
accurately form the digits 0-
9. 

To continue to hold a pencil 
correctly and form lower-case 
and capital letters accurately 
when sitting in the correct 
position at the table. Begin to 
use some of the horizontal and 
diagonal strokes to form 
letters. 

To use neat, joined, 
legible handwriting 
consistently.  

To continue to use neat, 
joined, legible handwriting 
consistently. 

To continue to use neat, 
joined, legible handwriting 
consistently with increasing 
speed. 

To continue to use neat, 
joined, legible handwriting 
consistently with 
increasing speed. 

Key Learning Key Learning   Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning 

To hold a pencil effectively 
in preparation for fluent 
writing using the tripod 
grip 

 
To form lower-case letters 
and capital letters correctly 
most of which are correctly 
formed 
 
To use finger spaces in 
between words when 
writing 
 

 

To use a correct and 
comfortable pencil hold 

 

To sit in the correct position at a 
table when writing 

 

To form letters from 
handwriting families 
(letters that are formed in 
similar ways) 

 

To write lower case and 
capital letters in the 
correct direction, starting 
and finishing in the right 
place 

To form digits 0-9. 

 

To use finger spaces in 
between words when 
writing. 

To form lower case letters of 
the correct size, relative to 
one another. 

 

To write capital letters and 
digits of the correct size, 
orientation and 

relationship to one another 
and to lower case letters. 

 

To use spacing between 
words that reflects the size 
of the letters. 

To begin to use some of 
the diagonal and horizontal 
strokes needed to join 
letters. 

To use a neat, joined 
handwriting style with 

increasing accuracy and 
speed. 

 

To write with legibility, 
consistency, good quality 
of handwriting using 
parallel, equidistant down 
strokes and sufficient 
spacing between lines 

 

To use the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes needed 
to join letters  

 

To print letters which are 
best left unjoined  

To use a neat, joined 
handwriting style with 

increasing accuracy and 
speed. 

 

To write with legibility, 
consistency, good quality 
of handwriting using 
parallel, equidistant down 
strokes and sufficient 
spacing between lines 

 

To use the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes needed 
to join letters  

 
To print letters which are 
best left unjoined  

To write legibly and 
fluently using neatly joined 
handwriting with 
increasing speed 

To choose the shape of a 
letter to use when given 
choices 

To decide whether or not 
to join specific letters when 

given choices 

To choose a writing 
implement that is best 
suited for the task 

To write legibly and fluently 
using neatly joined 
handwriting with 
increasing speed 

To choose the shape of a 
letter to use when given 
choices 

To decide whether or not 
to join specific letters when 

given choices 

To choose a writing 
implement that is best 
suited for the task 
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Being A Writer Whole School Progression Map 
AWARENESS OF AUDIENCE, PURPOSE & TEXT STRUCTURE 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

YEAR R YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome 
To begin to use a range of text 
types for inspiration for writing. To 
write short sentences using capital 
letter and a full stop. 

 Recognise fiction and non-fiction 
text types. To continue to write for 
a range of purposes.  

To continue to write for a range of 
purposes.  To use a variety of 
different sentence types such as 
statements, questions, 
exclamations and commands.  

To continue to write for a range of 
purposes.  To use a range of text 
types as a stimulus for writing.  
To begin to use paragraphs, sub-
headings and headings in writing.  

To continue to write for a range of 
purposes. To consistently use 
paragraphs and begin to use 
adverbials to ensure cohesion.  
 

To continue to write for a range of 
purposes. To continue to ensure 
cohesion throughout paragraphs by 
including a variety of fronted 
adverbials, pronouns and varied 
nouns.  

To continue to write for a range of 
purposes. To write confidently 
using a variety of language features 
in writing 

Key Learning Key Learning   Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning 
To read a wide range of text types as a 

stimulus for writing  
 
To write short sentences with 
words with known sound 
letter correspondences using a capital letter 

and full stop 

To write for different purposes (see genre 
map for text types studied) 

 

To identify  simple features of different fiction 
and non-fiction 
text types studied 
 
To combine words to make sentences. 
 
To make relevant choices about subject 
matter and appropriate vocabulary choices. 

 
 

To write for different purposes (see genre 
map for text types studied) 

 

To identify and use  simple features of different 
fiction and non-fiction 
text types studied 
 
To use different sentence types: 
statements, questions, exclamations, 
commands 
 
To make relevant choices about subject 
matter and appropriate vocabulary choices. 

 
I can write under headings (as an 
introduction to paragraphs) 

 

To write for a range of different purposes 
(see genre map for text types studied) 

 

To demonstrate an increasing understanding 
of purpose and audience by discussing 
writing similar to that which they are planning 
to write in order to understand and learn 
from its structure, vocabulary and grammar. 

 

To identify and use features of different fiction 
and non-fiction 
text types studied 
 
To begin to use paragraphs as a way to 
group related material around a theme, 
supported by planning, then becoming 
independent.   
 
To use headings and subheadings to aid 
organisation of content in non-fiction 
writing 

To write for a wide range of  different 
purposes using a consistent and appropriate 
structure, including genre-specific layout 
devices (see genre map for text types 
studied) 

 

To demonstrate an increasing understanding 
of purpose and audience by discussing 
writing similar to that which they are planning 
to write in order to understand and learn 
from its structure, vocabulary and grammar. 

 

To identify  and use features of different fiction 
and non-fiction 
text types studied 
 

To consistently use paragraphs to organise 
ideas around a theme and use adverbials 
to open them 

 

To choose appropriate pronouns/nouns 
within and across sentences to aid 
cohesion, clarity and avoid repetition 

To write for a range of different purposes, 
consistently producing sustained and 
accurate writing from different narrative and 
non-fiction genres with appropriate 
structure, organisation and layout devices for a 
range of audiences and purposes (see genre 
map for text types studied) 

To demonstrate an increasing understanding 
of purpose and audience by discussing 
writing similar to that which they are planning 
to write in order to understand and learn 
from its structure, vocabulary and grammar. 

To identify  and use features of different fiction 
and non-fiction 
text types studied 
 
To use paragraphs correctly to signal a 
change in topic, time, place or person 
speaking (TIP TOP - Time, Place, Topic, 
Person Speaking) 

To build cohesion within a paragraph 
using fronted adverbials; pronouns and 
varied nouns  

To link ideas across paragraphs using: 
adverbials of time; adverbials of place; 
adverbials of number; tense choices 

To write effectively for a range of different 
purposes and audiences, selecting the 
appropriate form and drawing independently 
on what they have read as models for their 
own writing, including literary language, 
characterisation and structure (see genre 
map for text types studied) 

 

To identify  and use features of different fiction 
and non-fiction 
text types studied 
 
To select vocabulary and grammatical structures 
that reflect what the writing requires (eg. 
using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; 
using passive verbs to affect how information is 
presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees 
of possibility). 
 

To distinguish between the language of speech 
and writing and to choose the appropriate level 
of formality. 

To build cohesion within a paragraph using 

fronted adverbials; conjunctions; 
appropriate use of pronouns; varied nouns 
and synonyms  

To link ideas across paragraphs using 

repetition of words or phrases; grammatical 
connections such as ‘on the other hand’, ‘in 
contrast’ or ‘as a consequence’; ellipses 

To use layout devices to structure text and 

guide the reader using headings, 
subheadings, columns, bullet points  
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Being A Writer Whole School Progression Map 

COMPOSITION 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

YEAR R YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome 

To write a simple sentence. To continue to write in 
sentences for different 
purposes, including short 
narratives and instructions. 
To begin to use adjectives in 
writing.  

To write coherently for a 
range of purposes including 
narratives and real events.  
To begin to use vocabulary 
drawn from reading in their 
own writing.  

To continue to write for a range 
of purposes using appropriate 
vocabulary and grammar for the 
genre of writing.  

To continue to write for a range 
of purposes with more detail, 
making deliberate and ambitious 
vocabulary choices, including 
exciting openings and endings in 
narratives. 

To continue to write for a range 
of purposes with more detail, 
making ambitious and effective 
vocabulary choices to enhance 
mood, clarify meaning and 
create effect. 

To continue to write for a range 
of purposes with more detail, 
making ambitious and effective 
vocabulary choices showing 
awareness of the reader to 
enhance impact and meaning. 

Key Learning Key Learning  Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning 

To write simple phrases & 
sentences that can be read 
by others 

To sequence sentences to 
form short narratives 
 
To write simple 
instructional sentences 

 

To start to engage readers by 

using adjectives to describe. 

To write simple, coherent 
narratives about personal 
experiences and those of 
others (real or fictional) 
 
To write about real events, 
recording these simply and 
clearly 
 
To write effectively and 
coherently for different 
purpose, using new 
vocabulary drawn from their 
reading, and wider 
experiences to engage the 
reader. 

 

To select the appropriate 
vocabulary and grammar for the 
genre of writing 
 
To identify use of vocabulary for 
effect in texts. 

To make deliberate ambitious word 
choices to add detail 

 
To begin to create settings, 
characters and plot in narratives. 
 

To write more developed 

resolutions and endings 

To select the appropriate 
vocabulary and grammar for the 
genre of writing 
 
To make deliberate ambitious word 
choices to add detail 
 
To create more detailed settings, 
characters and plot in narratives to 
engage the reader and to add 
atmosphere  
 
I can write exciting opening 
paragraphs in narrative writing by 
using effective description to 
engage the reader with the setting 
and characters 
 
To write more developed endings 
in narrative writing appropriately 
relating to the beginning or a 
change in character 
 
To include key vocabulary and 
grammar choices that link to the 
style of writing (eg. technical, 
scientific or historical vocabulary) 
 
 

To write for a range of purposes 
and audiences; select appropriate 
vocabulary that shows good 
awareness of the reader 
 
To make vocabulary choices that 
are effective and appropriate for a 
range of audiences and purposes 
including to inform, entertain and 
persuade 
 
To describe settings, characters 
and atmosphere with carefully 
chosen vocabulary to enhance 
mood, clarify meaning and create 
pace in narratives 
 
To integrate dialogue to  convey  a 
character and to advance the action 
in narratives 
 
To use stylistic devices to create 
effects in writing including simile, 
metaphor, personification 

To write effectively for a range of 
purposes and audiences; select 
appropriate vocabulary that shows 
good awareness of the reader and 
enhances impact and meaning 
 
To select the appropriate form of 
writing 
 
To draw (independently) on what 
they have read as models for their 
own writing 
 
To describe settings, characters 
and atmosphere with carefully- 
chosen vocabulary to enhance 
mood, clarify meaning and create 
pace in narratives 
 
To create atmosphere and describe 
settings effectively by using 
antonyms and synonyms to 
enhance description 
 

To integrate dialogue to convey 
character and advance the 
action in narratives 
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Being A Writer Whole School Progression Map 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

Year R Year 1       Year 2        Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome 
Write a simple sentence using a 
capital letter, full stop, finger 
spaces and the conjunction ‘and’. 

Continue to develop writing a 
simple sentence using a capital 
letter, full stop and finger 
spaces. Begin to use a variety 
of conjunctions and expanded 
noun phrases.  

Write a range of sentence types using 
coordinating and subordinating 
conjunctions.  Continue to use 
expanded noun phrases.  

Continue to use a wide range of 
subordinating and coordinating 
conjunctions to link sentences. 
Begin to use time, place and cause 
conjunctions and determiners.  

Confidently use a wider range of 
subordinating and coordinating 
conjunctions and fronted 
adverbials. To consistently use 
nouns and pronouns appropriately 
to aid cohesion and avoid 
repetition in writing.  

Continue to confidently use a 
range of adverbials in writing, 
including adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility. Continue to 
use a range of expanded noun 
phrases to convey information 
concisely and begin to use relative 
clauses. 

Confidently use adverbial phrases 
to build cohesion between 
paragraphs.  Continue to 
confidently use relative clauses 
and expanded noun phrases. Use 
the passive voice and the 
subjunctive form.  

Key Learning Key Learning   Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning 
To write sentences using a 
capital letter, finger spaces and 
full stops 
 
To use the joining word 
(conjunction) ‘and’ to link words in 
sentences together  
 

To write sentences using a 
capital letter, finger spaces 
and full stops 
 
To use simple sentence 
structures 
 
To use compound sentence 
structures 
 
To use the joining word 
(conjunction) ‘and’ to link 
words in sentences together  
 
To use the conjunctions 
‘and’, ‘or’ and ‘but’ to 
link two clauses 
 
To begin to use 
expanded noun phrases 
to describe and specify 
(e.g. the blue butterfly). 

To form sentences with different 
forms: statement, question, 
exclamation, command. 
 
To use coordinating conjunctions: 
for, and, but, or, so  
 
To use subordinating conjunctions: 
when, if, that, because 
 
To use a range of conjunctions, 
adverbs and prepositions to show 
time, place and cause (eg. First, 
then, next, after that, suddenly, 
finally) 
 
To use expanded noun phrases 
with a determiner or one or more 
adjectives to describe a noun 
 

To use a wider range of 
subordinating conjunctions, 
including: when, if, although, 
because before, after, while 
 
To express time using: 
conjunctions (e.g. when, before, 
after, while); adverbs (e.g. then, 
next, soon,); prepositions (e.g. 
before, after, during) 
 
To express place using: 
conjunctions (e.g. where); 
adverbs (e.g. here, above, 
everywhere); prepositions (e.g. 
in, at, on, near, behind) 
 
To express cause using 
conjunctions (e.g. as, because, if, 
so); prepositions (e.g. because 
of) 
 
To use the determiners ‘a’, ‘an’ or 
‘the’ correctly     
 
To use subordinate clauses 

To use a wider range of 
subordinating conjunctions, 
including: when, if, although, 
however, despite, as well as, 
because, while 
 
To use fronted adverbials which 
express time, place, cause 
and/or manner (eg. Later that 
day) 
 
To use noun phrases expanded 
by the addition of adjectives 
and/or prepositional phrases 
(e.g. the friendly English teacher 
with long hair; the noisy chicken 
in the pen) 
 
To consistently use nouns or 
pronouns appropriately to aid 
cohesion and avoid repetition, 
e.g. he, she, they, it. 
 
To use subordinate clauses in 
different places within a 
sentence 

To use fronted adverbials which 
express time, place, cause 
and/or manner 
 
To use a wide range of linking 
words/phrases between 
sentences and paragraphs to build 
cohesion, including time 
adverbials (e.g. later), place 
adverbials (e.g. nearby) and 
number (e.g. secondly). 
 
To use expanded noun phrases 
to convey complicated 
information concisely 
 
To use relative clauses beginning 
with who, which, where, when, 
whose or that (e.g. The 
astronaut, who had been in 
space for several months, …) 
 
To use adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility (e.g. 
perhaps, surely)  
 

To use a range of adverbial 
phrases to build cohesion within 
and between paragraphs 
 
To use relative clauses (e.g. The 
evacuee, who had been 
travelling by train for several 
hours, arrived at their final 
destination.) 
 
To use expanded noun phrases 
to add precision, detail and 
qualification  
 
To use the passive voice to 
present information with a 
different emphasis (eg. I broke 
the window of the greenhouse, 
The window of the greenhouse 
was broken by me) 
 
To use the subjunctive form in 
formal writing (eg. If I were, Were 
they to come, he is your friend 
isn’t he?) 
To use the perfect form of verbs to 
mark relationships of time and 
cause. 
 
To  use question  tags  in informal 
writing. 
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Being A Writer Whole School Progression Map 

PUNCTUATION 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome 

Begin to use capital letters 
and full stops. 

Continue to use capital 
letters and full stops. Begin to 
use questions marks and 
exclamation marks.  

Confidently use a range 
punctuation including full 
stops, capital letters, 
question marks and 
exclamation marks. Begin to 
use commas, apostrophes 
and inverted commas.  

To continue to use the full 
range of punctuation from 
previous year groups and use 
inverted commas. Continue to 
use apostrophes for singular 
and plural possession with 
increasing confidence.    

To continue to use the full 
range of punctuation from 
previous year groups and 
punctuate speech accurately. 
Continue to use apostrophes 
for singular and plural 
possession with increasing 
confidence and use commas 
after fronted adverbials. 

To continue to use the full 
range of punctuation from 
previous year groups and 
use commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid ambiguity.  
To use punctuate 
parenthesis in writing.  

To use the full range of punctuation a 
good understanding of all the 
punctuation taught throughout KS2. 
Begin to use hyphens and semi-
colons.  

Key Learning Key Learning   Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning 

To use capital letters and 
full stops to demarcate 
sentences. 

To use capital letters for 
names, places, the days 
of the week and the 
personal pronoun ‘I’. 

To use full stops to end 
sentences. 

To begin to use question 
marks and exclamation 
marks. 

To use the full range of 
punctuation taught at key 
stage 1 mostly correctly 
including: capital letters, 
full stops, question 
marks and exclamation 
marks 

To use commas to 
separate items in a list 

To use apostrophes for 
contracted forms 

To use an apostrophes 
to mark singular 
possession 

I can begin to use 
speech marks 

To use the full range of 
punctuation from previous 
year groups. 

To use inverted commas 
to punctuate speech. 

 
I can begin to use 
apostrophes for possession 
with increasing accuracy 
including plural possession 

 

To use commas after 
fronted adverbials 

To use apostrophes for 
singular and plural 
possession. 

To punctuate direct 
speech accurately using: 
inverted commas, a 
comma after the reporting 
clause and end 
punctuation within 
inverted commas, eg. 
The conductor shouted, 
”Sit down!” 

 

To use commas to 
clarify meaning or 
avoid ambiguity. 

To use brackets, dashes 
or commas to indicate 
parenthesis. 

To continue to use 
apostrophes for singular 
and plural possession. 

 

To use the full range of 
punctuation taught at key stage 
2 correctly. 

To use hyphens to avoid 
ambiguity 

To use semi- colons, dashes or 
colons to mark boundaries 
between independent clauses 

To use colons to introduce a list 

To use semi-colons within lists 

To use bullet points to list 
information 
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Being A Writer Whole School Progression Map 

GRAMMAR INCLUDING VERB FORM AND TENSES 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome 

  Begin to use the past and 
present tense.  

Use the past and present tense 
and begin to use the perfect 
form.  

Consistently use past and 
present tense verb forms and 
standard English.  
 

Consistently use past and 
present tense verb forms and 
standard English and use 
modal verbs. 

Consistently use past and 
present tense verb forms, 
standard English and modal 
verbs across a range of 
writing. 

Key Learning Key Learning   Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning 

 
 

To  use  the  present and past  
tense correctly and 
consistently. 
 
To use the progressive form 
of verbs (eg. I am playing) 

To consistently use the 
correct tense throughout a 
piece of writing with accurate 
subject/verb agreement.  
  
To use the perfect form of 
verbs correctly (eg. she has 
gone out to play, he has 
worked hard) 

To consistently use the 
correct tense throughout a 
piece of writing with 
accurate subject/verb 
agreement.  
 
To  always   use  Standard 
English verb inflections 
accurately, e.g. ‘we were’ 
rather than ‘we was’ and ‘I did’ 
rather than ‘I done’. 

To consistently use the correct 
tense throughout a piece of 
writing with accurate 
subject/verb agreement when 
using singular and plural 
 
To use a range of modal verbs 
to indicate degrees of 
possibility, e.g.  might, should, 
will must 
 
To use appropriate grammar 
and vocabulary to enhance 
meaning 
 
To use the perfect form of 
verbs to mark relationships 
of time and cause (eg she 
has gone on holiday) 
 

To select and use appropriate 
grammar and vocabulary to 
enhance meaning, including: 
-using the passive voice 
appropriately  
-using modal verbs to 
indicate degrees of possibility 
-contracted forms in 
dialogues in narratives 
 
To consistently use the correct 
tense throughout a piece of 
writing with accurate 
subject/verb agreement when 
using singular and plural 
 
To use vocabulary  and 
structures typical or 
informal/formal speech and 
writing 
  
To use the appropriate 
registers when writing 
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Being A Writer Whole School Progression Map 

PLANNING AND DRAFTING 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome 

To compose a sentence 
orally before writing it. 

To continue to be plan writing 
by composing a sentence orally 
before writing and begin to plan 
what they are going to write 
about.  

To continue to plan writing by 
composing a sentence orally 
before writing and continue to 
plan what they are going to 
write about. 

To continue to plan a piece of 
writing using . Continue to 
write sentences with an 
increasing and varied 
vocabulary, varying the range 
of sentence structures.  

Confidently write sentences 
which vary in length and 
complexity with a range of 
vocabulary.  

Continue to be confident 
writers by drawing on other 
authors ideas for inspiration. 
Continue to confidently write 
sentences which vary in length 
and complexity with a range of 
vocabulary. 

To plan for writing confidently, 
drawing on a variety of 
sources for inspiration. 
Continue to make confident 
choices when drafting 
sentences, considering both 
the audience and the purpose 
for writing.  

Key Learning Key Learning   Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning 

To say out loud what they 
are going to write about  
 
To compose a sentence 
orally before writing it, using 
the think it, say it, write it, 
check it method 

To say out loud what they are 
going to write about  
 
To compose a sentence orally 
before writing it, using the think 
it, say it, write it, check it 
method 
 
To use story maps to plan and 
sequence narrative writing 
 
To box up to plan non-fiction 
writing 

To write down ideas and/or 
key words including new 
vocabulary 
 
To plan, record or say out loud 
what they are going to write 
about 
 
To compose sentences orally 
before writing them, using the 
think it, say it, write it, check it 
method 
 
To use story maps to plan and 
sequence narrative writing 
 
To box up to plan non-fiction 
writing 

To discuss writing similar to 
that which they are planning 
to write in order to understand 
and learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and grammar 
 
To discuss and record ideas 
 
To compose and rehearse 
sentences orally (including 
dialogue) progressively 
building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing 
range of sentence structures 
 
To use story mountains to plan 
and sequence narrative writing 
 
To box up to plan non-fiction 
writing 

To discuss writing similar to 
that which they are planning 
to write in order to 
understand and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary and 
grammar 
 
To discuss and record ideas 
 
To compose and rehearse 
sentences orally (including 
dialogue) progressively 
building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing 
range of sentence structures 
 
To use story mountains to plan 
and sequence narrative 
writing 
 
To box up to plan non-fiction 
writing 

To identify the audience for 
and purpose of the writing and 
select the appropriate form 
(think about formal/informal 
tone) 
 
To use other similar writing as 
models for their own  
 
To note and develop initial 
ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 
 
To consider how authors have 
developed characters and 
settings in what pupils have 
read, listened to or seen 
performed when planning 
narrative writing 
 
To consider how grammar and 
vocabulary choices can change 
and enhance meaning when 
drafting 

To identify the audience for 
and purpose of the writing and 
select the appropriate form 
(think about formal/informal 
tone and shifting between the 
two) 
 
To use other similar writing as 
models for their own  
 
To note and develop initial 
ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 
 
To consider how authors have 
developed characters and 
settings in what pupils have 
read, listened to or seen 
performed when planning 
narrative writing 
 
To consider how grammar and 
vocabulary choices can change 
and enhance meaning when 
drafting 
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Being A Writer Whole School Progression Map 

PROOF READING AND EDITING 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome 

To begin to develop the skill of 
proof reading by re-reading 
sentences they have written. 

Continue to develop the skill of 
proof reading by rereading their 
work. Begin to edit and improve 
their writing.  

Continue to feel more confident 
with proof reading their writing, 
using a purple pen to edit and 
improve their written work. 

Confidently spot simple 
grammatical errors in their writing 
and make the appropriate changes.  
Begin to suggest improvements to 
other children’s writing.  

Confidently spot more technical 
errors in writing and make the 
appropriate changes. Continue to 
feel confident to read and assess 
other children’s writing.  

Confidently and effectively spot 
errors in their own writing and 
make the appropriate changes. 
Continue to feel confident to 
suggest improvements to other 
children’s work.  

To feel confident to make the appropriate 
changes to their own and others work, 
using resources such as a dictionary and a 
thesaurus to do this.  

Key Learning Key Learning   Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning 

To re-read what they have 
written to check that it 
makes sense 

To re-read writing to check it 
makes sense 
 
To discuss writing with 
teacher and other pupils 
 
To use a purple pen to polish 
or improve their writing 

To proofread to check for 
errors in spelling, grammar  
 
To re-read to check that: 
writing makes sense; verbs 
to indicate time are used 
correctly and consistently 
(including continuous form) 
and punctuation 
 
To evaluate writing with 
teacher/other pupils 
 
To use a purple pen to 
polish or improve their 
writing 

To proofread for spelling and 
punctuation errors and correct 
tense 
To assess the effectiveness of 
own/others’ writing and 
suggest improvements 
To use a purple pen to make 
changes to grammar and 
vocabulary to improve 
consistency 

To proofread for spelling and 
punctuation errors and 
correct tense  
To assess the effectiveness 
of own/others’ writing and 
suggest improvements  
To use a purple pen to make 
changes to grammar and 
vocabulary to improve 
consistency, including the 
accurate use of pronouns in 
sentences 

To proofread for spelling 
and punctuation errors and 
correct tense 
To use a thesaurus to 
improve and broaden  
vocabulary choices 
To assess the effectiveness 
of own/others’ writing  
To use a purple pen to 
change vocabulary, 
grammar and punctuation 
to enhance effects and 
clarify meaning 
 

To proofread for spelling and 
punctuation errors and correct tense 
To use a thesaurus to improve and 
broaden  vocabulary choices 
To assess the effectiveness of 
own/others’ writing  
To use a purple pen to change 
vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 
to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning 
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Being A Writer Whole School Progression Map 

SPELLING 

EYFS KS1 KS2 
 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome 
To begin to spell words 
accurately using taught 
phonemes.  

 To spell words accurately using 
taught phonemes. To begin to use 
taught prefixes and suffixes 
accurately in spelling. To be able to 
spell more common exception words 
and days of the week and to figure 
out how to spell unknown words by 
using their phonic knowledge. 

To continue to become more 
confident spellers by using a range 
of more complex spelling patterns. 
To feel more confident when 
spelling common exception words 
and longer words using common 
prefixes and suffixes. To be able to 
spell compound words, words with 
silent letters, homophones and 
contractions. 

To accurately spell age appropriate 
words, using the correct prefixes 
and suffixes. To begin to recognise 
word families and root words. 
Begin to feel more confident when 
using a dictionary to check the 
spelling of a word.  

To accurately spell age appropriate 
words, using a wider range of 
correct prefixes and suffixes. To be 
able to spell a wider range of 
homophones. To independently 
check the spelling of a word in a 
dictionary.  To confidently spell 
words using an apostrophe for 
plurals and possession. 

To accurately spell age appropriate 
words, using a wider range of 
correct prefixes and suffixes and to 
be able to spell more complex 
words with silent letters and a 
wider range of homophones. To be 
able to convert nouns and 
adjectives into verbs. To 
independently check the spelling 
of a word in a dictionary. 

To accurately spell age appropriate 
words by using and applying a 
range of spelling strategies learnt 
across KS1 and KS2. To be able to 
change verbs into nouns by adding 
suffixes. To use etymology and 
morphology when spelling words. 

Key Learning  Key Learning   Key 
Learning 

Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning 

See NC for specific content 

taught including: 

To recognise and use digraphs 
in words. 
 
To spell phonemes I have 
learnt in my writing correctly. 
 
To spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a 
letter or letters. 
 
To spell some words correctly 
and make phonetically 
plausible attempts at others, 
using some correct sounds and 
in sequence. 
 
To read and write some 
common exception words 
correctly. 

 

See NC for specific content 

taught including: 

To spell words containing each of 
the 40+ phonemes already taught  
 
To spell words that use suffixes -s 
or -es for plurals or 3rd person 
 
To use the prefix un- to negate 
(eg. unkind, untidy) 
 
To use -ing, -ed, -er and -est 
where no change is needed in the 
spelling of root words [for 
example, helping, helped, helper, 
eating, quicker, quickest] 
 
To spell unknown words using my 
phonemes 

See NC for specific content 

taught including: 

To segment spoken words into 
phonemes and represent these 
by graphemes. 
 
To spell compound words 
 
To spell multi-syllabic words 
 
To spell words using silent 
letters 
 
To use apostrophes to spell 
common contractions (eg. 
don’t, won’t, I’ll, I’m) 
 
To use apostrophes for singular 
possession eg. the girl’s book 
 
To spell homophones and near 
homophones 
(there/their/they’re) 
 
To add suffixes to spell longer 
words, including -er, -est, -ly, -
ment, -ness, -ful, -less. 

See NC for specific content 

taught including: 

To spell words with additional 
prefixes and suffixes and 
understand how to add them to 
root words (eg. super, anti, auto) 
 
To spell correctly words families 
based on common words (eg. 
solve, solution, solver) 
 
To identify the root word in 
longer words 
 
To recognise and spell additional 
homophones (eg. heel, heal, 
he’ll, which, witch) 
 
To use apostrophes for 
possession with increasing 
accuracy including plural 
possession 

 

See NC for specific content 

taught including: 

To spell words with additional 
prefixes and suffixes and 
understand how to add them to 
root words (eg. -tion, -ous, -sion, 
-ian) 
 
To recognise and spell additional 
homophones (eg. accept/except, 
whose/who’s, whether/weather, 
piece/peace) 
 
To use and punctuate the plural 
‘s’ and possessive ‘s’ correctly 
(eg. The girls were playing 
football. The girls’ football 
boots. The girl’s football boots) 

 

See NC for specific content 

taught including: 

To form verbs with prefixes (eg. 
dis, de, mis, over and re) 
 
To spell more complex words 
with silent letters (knight, psalm, 
solemn) 
 
To convert nouns and adjectives 
into verbs by using suffixes such 
as: ate, ise, ify 
 
To can use homophones 
correctly in the right context 
(altar/alter, serial/cereal, 
draft/draught, desert/dessert, 
stationary/stationery, 
principle/principal) 

 

See NC for specific content 

taught including: 

To use and apply a range of 
spelling strategies eg. 
mnemonics, highlight words 
within words, common letter 
strings/patterns 
 
To ensure I use the correct 
homophone 
 
To spell words with silent letters 
correctly 
 
To change verbs into nouns by 
adding suffixes (eg. tion, sion, 
ment) 
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SPELLING CONT. 

EYFS KS1 KS2 
 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
To write simple dictated 
sentences from memory 
including words using the 
GPCs and common 
exception words (tricky 
words) taught so far  

 

To write letter names to 
distinguish between 
alternative spellings of the 
same sound 

 

To write letters of alphabet 
in order  

 
I can spell the days of the 
week 

 
To spell common exception 
words from the Y1 list (tricky 
words) 

To write simple dictated 
sentences including 
words using the GPCs, 
common exception 
words and punctuation 
taught so far 

To use new ways of 
spelling phonemes for 
which one or more 
spellings are already 
known and some words 
with each spelling 
including a few 
homophones  

To spell common 
exception words from 
the Y2 list (tricky words) 

To write simple dictated 
sentences including words 
and punctuation taught so 
far  

To use the first two or 

three letters of a word to 
check its spelling in a 
dictionary 

To spell many of the Y3 and 
Y4 statutory spelling words 
correctly. 

To write simple dictated 

sentences including 

words and punctuation 

taught so far  

 

To use the first two or 

three letters of a word to 

check its spelling in a 

dictionary 

 

To spell all of the Y3 and Y4 

statutory spelling words 

correctly. 

To check the spelling and 

meaning of words in 

dictionaries  

To use the first three or 

four letters of a word to 

check spelling, meaning 

or both of these in a 

dictionary  

To begin to use 

morphology (the study of 

words and the parts 

within them) and 

etymology (the origin of 

words) when spelling  

To understand spelling of 

some words needs to be 

learnt specifically 

To spell many of the Y5 and 

Y6 statutory spelling 

words correctly. 

To check the spelling and 
meaning of words in 
dictionaries  

To use the first three or 
four letters of a word to 

check spelling, meaning or 
both of these in a 
dictionary  

To use morphology (the 

study of words and the 

parts within them) and 

etymology (the origin of 

words) when spelling  

 To understand spelling of 
some words needs to be 
learnt specifically 

To spell all of the Y5 and Y6 
statutory spelling words 
correctly. 

 

 

 

 



 ‘Boreham Primary School 

A Friendship School 

'Daring to aim high, scale new heights, spread our wings and fly far’ 

Being A Writer Whole School Progression Map 

 

PUBLISHING & PERFORMING OUR WRITING 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome 

To read aloud and record what 
they have written with 
support. 

To begin to use appropriate 
intonation when reading 
aloud. To begin to publish 
writing using my neatest 
handwriting. To record what I 
have written with support. 

To read aloud with 
appropriate intonation with 
more independence. To 
continue to publish writing 
using my neatest handwriting 
and work towards gaining a 
golden pencil. To record what 
I have written with support 
and growing confidence. 

To independently read aloud 
with appropriate intonation 
and begin to control tone and 
volume. To continue to publish 
writing using my neatest 
handwriting and begin to work 
towards gaining a pen licence. 
To begin to record what I have 
written with more 
independence.  

To independently read aloud 
with appropriate intonation 
and confidently control tone 
and volume. To continue to 
publish writing using my 
neatest handwriting and gain 
a pen licence. To record what I 
have written with more 
independence. 

To independently and 
confidently read aloud with 
appropriate intonation, 
volume and movement to 
enhance meaning. To continue 
to publish writing using my 
neatest handwriting and 
maintaining this when using a 
pen. To independently record 
what I have written. 

To independently and 
confidently read aloud with 
appropriate intonation, 
volume and movement to 
enhance meaning. To continue 
to publish writing using my 
neatest handwriting and 
maintaining this when using a 
pen. To independently and 
confidently record what I have 
written. 

Key Learning Key Learning   Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning 

To read aloud to an adult 
what they have read 

To record our writing to be 
shared on our online 
learning platform 
 

To read aloud what they 
have read and written with 
appropriate intonation to 
make the meaning clear in 
groups or independently 

To publish our writing 
using our neatest 
handwriting 

To record our writing to 
be shared on our online 
learning platform 

To read aloud what they 
have read and written 
with appropriate 
intonation to make the 
meaning clear in groups or 
independently 

To publish our writing 
using our neatest 
handwriting 

To record our writing to 
be shared on our online 
learning platform 

To begin to read aloud 
their own writing, to a 
group or the whole class, 
using appropriate 
intonation and to 
control the tone and 
volume so that the 
meaning is clear. 

To publish our writing 
using our neatest 
handwriting 

To record our writing to 
be shared on our online 
learning platform 

To read aloud their own 
writing, to a group or the 
whole class, using 
appropriate intonation 
and to control the tone 
and volume so that the 
meaning is clear. 

To publish our writing 
using our neatest 
handwriting 

To record our writing to 
be shared on our online 
learning platform 

To perform their own 
compositions confidently 
using appropriate 
intonation, volume and 
movement so that 
meaning is clear. 

To publish our writing 
using our neatest 
handwriting 

To record our writing to 
be shared on our online 
learning platform 

To perform their own 
compositions confidently 
using appropriate 
intonation, volume and 
movement so that 
meaning is clear. 

To publish our writing using 
our neatest handwriting 

To record our writing to be 
shared on our online 
learning platform 
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TERMINOLOGY 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome Outcome 

To understand the meaning 
of the age appropriate 
grammatical terms set out 
below. 

To understand and begin to 
explain the meaning of the 
age appropriate grammatical 
terms set out below. 

To understand and explain 
the meaning of the age 
appropriate grammatical 
terms set out below. 

To understand and begin to 
explain the meaning of the age 
appropriate grammatical terms 
set out below. 

To understand and explain 
the meaning of age 
appropriate grammatical 
terms set out below in years 
R to 4. 

To understand begin to 
explain the meaning of age 
appropriate grammatical 
terms set out below in years 
R to 5. 

To understand and explain the 
meaning of age appropriate 
grammatical terms set out below in 
years R to 6. 

Key Learning Key Learning   Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning Key Learning 

To recognise and use the 
terms letter, capital 
letter, lower case letter, 
word, full stop 

To recognise and use the 
terms letter, capital letter, 
word, singular, plural, 
sentence, punctuation, full 
stop, question mark and 
exclamation mark. 

To recognise and use the 
terms noun, noun phrase, 
statement, question, 
exclamation, command, 
compound, suffix, 
adjective, adverb, verb, 
present tense, past tense, 
apostrophe and comma. 
 

 

To recognise and use the 
terms preposition, 
conjunction, word family, 
prefix, clause, subordinate 
clause, direct speech, 
consonant, consonant letter, 
vowel, vowel letter and 
inverted commas (or speech 
marks). 

To recognise and use the 
terms determiner, 
pronoun, possessive 
pronoun and adverbial. 

To recognise and use the 
terms modal verb, relative 
pronoun, relative clause, 
parenthesis, bracket, dash, 
cohesion and ambiguity. 

To recognise and use the terms 
subject, object, active, passive, 
synonym, antonym, ellipsis, 
hyphen, colon, semi-colon and 
bullet points. 

 

 


